Conference “10 years of the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities – the impact of the Convention on the process of accessing rights by persons belonging to national minorities in the Republic of Croatia“ was organized by the Center for Peace, Legal Advice and Psychosocial Assistance on 23 October 2008 in Zagreb. The Conference was organized within the framework of the 4 year program Minority Rights in Practice – National Action Plan for Croatia, implemented by the Coalition for Promotion and Protection of Human Rights and financed by the Belgium King Baudouin and Belgium National Lottery. The conference was held on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, first international legally binding document for the protection of rights of persons belonging to national minorities. 
Conference participants (70) were representatives of the associations and councils of national minorities; non-governmental human / minority rights organizations; Government’s offices for Human Rights and for National Minorities; Ombudsman’s office; EC Delegation to the Republic of Croatia; minority rights experts and of an international NGO - the Minority Rights Group International. 
Primary aim of the conference was to promote the Framework Convention in the Republic of Croatia as well as to consider the impact of the Convention in the past decade on the improvement of the status of national minorities as well as protection and access to minority rights in the Republic of Croatian with an overview of the concrete actions of the government of the Republic of Croatia and the current status of minorities and minority rights in the Republic of Croatia. Participants of the conference were introduced with the content of the Declaration of NGOs on the Framework Convention, which was previously officially presented at a conference of the Council of Europe “Strengthening of the influence of the Framework Convention: Past experiences, present achievements and future challenges” held in Strasbourg on 9 and 10 October 2008.
Although it was planned to shortly present the National Action Plan for the Implementation of the Constitutional Law on the Rights of National Minority, adopted by the government of the Republic of Croatia in June 2008, it did not happen because of the confidentiality of the document. Representatives of the national minorities, participants of the conference, expressed their disappointment over the fact that none were consulted nor involved in the drafting process. Still, the biggest disappointment was over the fact that although the government adopted the Action Plan months ago the confidentiality label was not removed, therefore the content is not available to the public. The discussion that followed after the introductions mainly referred to the complaints of the minority representatives on the lack of transparency in the work of government’s bodies and the issues of political representation of national minorities on different decision-making levels, an obstacle often encountered by the local councils of national minorities in the course of their work as well as the lack of implementation of specific provisions of the Constitutional Law on Rights of National Minorities in practice. So that the content of the discussion would not become a dead letter, the final part of the conference also considered possibilities for the strengthening of the cooperation between minority organizations and institutions and NGOs in advocating for minority rights on different levels.
At the same time, this conference marks the end of the implementation of the program Minority Rights in Practice in the Republic of Croatia 2005 – 2008.

