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SUBJECT: Opinion on the final draft of the free legal aid request form

The final draft of the free legal aid request form contains no significant changes and is
basically the same as the last request form downsized from seven to four pages with its
content unchanged, except for the part related to data on the legal matter which has been
simplified.

The request form continues to be over-complicated, complex and vague to beneficiaries. We
believe that beneficiaries will require further assistance by free legal aid providers in filling-
out requests, which is additionally bureaucratizing and slows down the entire process. We
believe this is contrary to the aim of the Free Legal Aid Act and that swift, efficient, impartial
and available legal aid must be secured for vulnerable categories of citizens.

We hold the opinion that filling-out free legal aid requests in order to receive legal aid is an
unnecessary bureaucratic formality and that free legal aid beneficiaries should be facilitated
easier access to the law. In regards to primary legal aid we propose annulment of free legal
aid requests and order forms, which would accelerate the procedures and downsize
expenses and misunderstandings.
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